St Johnds Pari sh Mass

Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm

Sunday 8.3.am

9.30am- Denton

10.30am

6.00pm
Monday 9.15am
Tuesday 9.15am
Wednesday 12 noon

Adoration from 9.30arml1.30am

Thursday 9.15am- School
Friday 9.15am
Saturday 10.00am

Adoration and Reconciliation after 10am Mass until 11.30am

Mass at St Méavery Susday 9l3@amtma n :
Thursday 9.15am (Term time only)

Mass at St Kat IristrSaturdayd the mdtholiame
Padre Pio Prayer Group: Every Tuesday after 9.15am Mass
Mass to the Sacred Heart First Friday of the Month
Looking at Scriptures: Second Tuesday of the mont8.30pm
Adoration: Wednesday 9.30ah1.30am and Saturday 10.30d4m.30am
Sick & Housebound Fr Innocent and Fr Anthony are available to visit

the sick and housebound. Please telephone the Presbytery to mal
arrangements. They are also available to visit families and bless houses.

Baptism: Application forms are available in the porch or Parish office.

Marriage: Please contact the Parish office to make appointment to speak
to one of the priests.
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St John the Evangelist Catholic Church
192 Parrock Street

Gravesend
DA12 1EN
Telephone: (01474) 352415
Email: stjohnschurchgravesend@yahoo.co.uk
Website stjohnsgravesend.co.uk
Facebook: stjohnschurchgravesend

Parish Priest: Fr Innocent Abonyi, MSP

Curate: Fr Anthony Oleh, MSP

Parish Sister: Sr Elizabeth OO6Har a
Parish secretary: Teresa Winch

Magazine Editor: Graham Tkaczyk
Email: graham@plan-ittravel.co.uk

Parish Christmas Celebration and Lunch
Wednesday 9th December in the Coffee Bar
A traditional Christmas meal or
vegetarian option with drinks

£10
Please sign the list in the porch

THE ALTAR AND FURNISHINGS

Our altar and furnishings have been sculpted by the renowned Irish Bog
Wood Sculptor Michael Casey.

The wood is bog yew and is carbon dated to be over 4,500 years old.

When this type of wood is taken from the bog it is saturated with water,
so it takes a number of years for it to dry out. It then spends six months in
a kiln before it can be used. By this process, it becomes so hard that
Michael says it is really fossilised. You can actually see the colour of the
heather staining the wood.

The most spectacular and most important piece is the altar.

The altar table and support are two separate pieces. If you stand a little
distant from the altar, you can discern the figure of the crucified Christ
holding up the table.

You can see the bowed head of Christ crowned with thorns. Christ is on
one knee and arising. His strength and determination can be seen in the
way His arms are outstretched and supporting the altar on which we
place our prayers and offerings. So we have the Last Supper and
Calvary in one.

(our next edition of the magazine will talk about the other pieces of furniture)
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Introduction
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One of the main aims is to spread the news about what is happening in th
parish and to reflect on recent activities as well as helping you plan your
diary for future events.

The editorial staff depend on you all to feed us with newsworthy items for
inclusion in the magazine, so please keep your submissions rolling in. We
cannot produce the magazine without your input and it worth stressing
that it is YOUR magazine. No matter what your age or background, all of
you have stories to tell and we want to hear about them. Older parishion:
ers will have recollections of events from days gone by and our younger
members can bring us oldies up to date with newsworthy items which you
feel are important in the changing world around us.

So, many thanks to one and all for your contributions. If we have not
printed your item so far, do not despair as it may well appear in a future
edition.

Under the watchful eye of Fr Innocent, we are keen to get this first issue
into print as soon as possiblecertainly before Christmas and we
welcome any comments or suggestions you may have to improve the
magazine.

With this in mind, the format of the magazine will almost certainly
change to reflect refinements to producing the magazine and streamlining
the reproduction and quality of photographs for example. There are
clearly direct costs involved in the production of this magazine and we
are asking for a donation of 50p to cover the cost of coloured printing. In
future editions, we hope to be able to attract commercial advertising to
cover at least part of the production costs.

On a personal note, | must pay particular thanks to Teresa, our Parisl
Secretary, for listening to my ramblings about the projected content and
for formatting all the articles and photographs using a computer program
called Publisher.

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy the contents of this first edition and
thank you all for your kind support.

Graham Tkaczyk



